
Sacred Harp Major key Songs To Be Wary Of

Page Tune Name Problem A Solution Why there?

147 Boylston accidental on 
Sol-5 and 
Fa-4

change Sol-5 
to Mi-7; Fa-4 
to Sol-2

Lowell Mason

147 Laban accidental on 
Fa-4

change Fa-4 
to La-6

Lowell Mason

195 Worcester accidental on 
Fa-4

Sing as Fa-4

311 Silver Street “accent” 
marks

mark means 
to shorten 
duration of 
note it is 
above

This mark 
means a 
different thing 
to round note 
musicians

350 Nativity accidental on 
Fa-4

change Fa-4 
to La-6

Some other 
shapenote 
books don’t 
sharp it

351 Pittsford accidental on 
Fa-4 and 
Sol-6

change Fa-4 
to La-6; Sol-6 
to Mi-7

371 Heavenly 
Dove

Verse 2 incipit 
was changed

Sing verse 1 
incipit both 
times

Alert class

454 The Better 
Land

accidental on 
Mi-7

Sing as Fa-1 O. A. Parris 
being “blue-
grassy”

523 Pleyels Hymn 
Second

accidental on 
Sol-5 and 
Fa-4

Sing Sol-5 as 
Sol-5; Fa-4 as 
Fa-4 or La-6

Ignaz Joseph 
Pleyel

Etiquette 
Rules apply


